www.theannals.com EDITORIALS T ime is our most important resource. Anyone who questions the value of even one second needs only to talk with someone who narrowly missed having an auto accident. Although circumstances in the clinical setting are usually less urgent, the need to use time more efficiently is one of the driving factors behind the growing transition of medical publications to an online access model. The Annals Online (www.theannals.com) offers numerous advantages in terms of locating and retrieving specific information; consequently, one of the journal's ongoing priorities has been to gradually transition to a continually expanding repository of online information. Nahata has previously described some other steps taken in that direction, 1 efforts that have already paid enormous benefits. For example, under Articles Ahead of Print, information is published online on a weekly basis as early as 2 months prior to its appearance in the print copy. As a result, the average time from manuscript submission to online publication in 2003 was 20% less than the average time to publication in 2002 under the print-only model. Indeed, interest in The Annals Online continues to grow as illustrated by a 50% increase in the number of unique users accessing our Web site during the past calendar year alone.
Building on this success, The Annals has taken a giant leap toward the next generation of online medical publishing models. Besides the content and conveniences offered in the past, The Annals Online now offers many new advantages. Primary among them is a vast array of resources to increase awareness of The Annals' content and bring more readers to the journal. Historically, The Annals' articles were not indexed in MEDLINE until their appearance in print, which was typically several weeks or months after their initial online publication. Now, they will be indexed shortly after their online posting, greatly enhancing their early availability to the worldwide medical community. Greater exposure, however, will not be limited to MED-LINE users. All current and future online content of The Annals will be cataloged in Google.com, the Web's most popular search engine. Performing one-quarter billion Web searches each day, 2 Google offers a tremendous conduit for bringing The Annals' content to Internet users.
In addition to enhanced indexing, readers will benefit from the myriad of free searching, alerting, and linking options available through HighWire's Web portal, www.highwire.org. Although not necessary to use the HighWire site, setting up a free account is quick and easy and allows access to features for identifying, sorting, and retrieving medical literature. From here one can conduct a search via MEDLINE or narrow results to selected HighWire journals of interest. One potential use for this feature would be to quickly identify the latest articles in a given specialty that appear among one's favorite journals. The customized HighWire page can also list all of these favorite journals, displaying when each was last updated with new content, and enables one-click access to their respective home, current issue, and search pages. Through either The Annals' Web site or the HighWire portal site, optional daily or weekly CiteTrack e-mail alerts can be configured to announce new articles by specified authors or containing key words of interest. Another useful CiteTrack option notifies the recipient whenever a specified article is cited in another HighWire publication. Authors in particular may find this helpful in determining when their articles published in The The Annals of Pharmacotherapy s 2004 January, Volume 38 s 157 www.theannals.com
Annals are subsequently cited in other journals. From either Web site, users can also sign up for eTOC alerts that announce when a new issue of the journal is online.
Upon reaching The Annals Online via one of the above methods or otherwise, visitors will find the Web site completely redesigned. It presents more complete information in a format that maximizes efficient navigation and retrieval. The core material itself, the article repository, has been expanded in size, with full text and abstracts going back through 1998 and 1975, respectively. The site itself is patterned upon the well-recognized HighWire template. Thus, anyone familiar with other HighWire journals should find navigation of The Annals to be second nature. Moreover, both first-time visitors and seasoned readers of the journal will appreciate the improved search capabilities and the presence of a search box on each page, allowing convenient and virtually instant access to desired content from anywhere on the site.
Finally, new articles appearing in The Annals Online are no longer self-limited clusters of information, but are the tip of a virtual iceberg of additional information. Whenever possible, references listed in The Annals' articles will be linked directly to the online full text of that citation, providing a major convenience for reference retrieval. As part of the HighWire group, The Annals now allows readers completely free access to the full text of all available citations originating in another HighWire journal, without the user needing a subscription to that publication. This revolution in reference retrieval is made possible through a mutual agreement among all HighWire-affiliated publishers to furnish a wealth of instant, cost-free information to readers seeking further knowledge on a topic.
As we begin volume 38 of The Annals, it is obvious how much things have changed in clinical practice and information technology since the journal began in 1967. We believe you will find that the journal continues to stand at the frontier of medical publishing and we are committed to providing information of the quality you have come to rely on, coupled with conveniences and features to meet your needs.
